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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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We often look with admiration upon those who have such a life and wish that we could enjoy what they enjoy. But prayer takes time, and those who have spent a great deal of time praying have had to make some sacrifices. Whatever it is that we've been doing while they were praying, they've had to do without those things. And if we suppose that some way can be found for us to have all the benefits that they enjoy and still do all the things that we presently do, then we're only being silly. What we have is what we've been willing to pay for, and in all too many cases, that is not much.


In a way, it is only an insult that we offer to God when we try to give Him things that don't involve any cost (1 Chronicles 21:24; Malachi 1:8). If the investments we make in our spiritual lives don't require us to give up anything of real value to us, then they aren't really investments, and the results won't be worth very much. In the end, God's value to us will be indicated by what we've exchanged for Him. "He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life."


It is necessary that he who looks for gain, should incur expense.


Plautus


(Word Point – Gary Henry)











    Grisham.  Clancy.  The Oprah Book Club.  Hillerman.  Amazon.  Barnes & Noble.  Homework. What do all these have in common?  Whether it is Clancy’s latest techno-thriller, Grisham and his lawyers or Hillerman’s Navajo mysteries, they all can be found (with a good cup of coffee!) at Barnes & Noble, ordered online at Amazon.com or maybe even recommended by Oprah in her book club—and they all show how Americans love to read.


     Many Christians enjoy reading the latest bestseller but have never thought of enjoying the reading of scripture.  Yet if we want to spend more time in the Bible, the issue isn’t willpower or time management but “want to.”  We do what we want to do.  When we learn to enjoy the Bible, we will want to read the Bible.  Do you know how to enjoy the Bible?


     First, appreciate your Bible.     For some, Bible reading is the Christian’s homework.  With heavy hearts, they open the Bible ready for the drudgery of reading.  Of course, with such expectations it is drudgery!  Yet David praises God’s word, announcing, “Oh, how I love Your law!” (Psalm 119:97).  Perhaps we should realize we don’t “have to” study, but by God’s grace we have this wonderful privilege.


     Throughout history many have given their lives that we might have the freedom to read the scriptures in our own homes, in our languages.  Recently I read Alister E. McGrath’s book, “The Story of the King James Bible.”  His book reminded me that at one time owning the Bible was against law.  Possessing a Bible was punishable by imprisonment or even death!


     Have we forgotten what a blessing it is to have a Bible and with it the education to read it?  Even now a large majority of the world’s population either cannot afford a Bible, is not allowed to 





dramatically speaks to you, which has immediate force in your life.


Certainly, there is a place for deeper study and for taking in the “whole counsel of God.”  There is, however, also a place for returning to familiar ground, passages that always seem to contain something new and potent for our walk with God.  For me, it is the Psalms.  I love them.  They have variety, color and depth.  I never have a “ho hum” attitude with the Psalms.


     Fourth, reflect on your reading.  Reading novels may be interesting, but that kind of reading doesn’t necessarily change us.  Even reading history, like Stephen Ambrose writes, can be a profound experience, but it doesn’t compare to what happens when we read the word of God.


     Some of the greatest enjoyment we will ever gain from the scriptures will come after we have closed the book and we are thinking about what we have read.  That is the process of reflection spoken of in Psalm 119:97:  “Oh, how I love Your law!  It is my meditation all the day.”  Meditation has come to mean something esoteric or bizarre, but in the Bible it simply means deep thought about the text.


     This is the key to making the Bible part of everything we do.  I must think about the contest of the passages I have read and who the characters are and where they are geographically – all the fact parts of the text.  Yet beyond that I must then prayerfully ask God to bless my reading so I can see from the text what I need to change, repent of, or even do more of.  I must think about how this reading changes me.  That is what separates reading the Bible from reading a best seller.





     














					





Enjoying the Bible


By Jim Jonas








own one, or could not read it if they could get one.  We need to see this freshly:  It is a blessing to read the word of God!


Second, focus on benefits.  It is true that we read Clancy and Grisham for enjoyment.  Thus you may be thinking, “The Bible isn’t to be read for entertainment — so how can it be enjoyable?”  Yet we enjoy many things that are not purely fun or entertaining.  For example, I run.  That is not always enjoyable, but I love the benefits that come to me from doing it.  Focusing on those benefits gets me out there to runs.


     Similarly, the Bible provides significant benefits to every Christian.  For example, the Bible teaches us about our God.  We can learn some things about our Creator from creation, but we can never know God as He would have us without the written word (1 Corinthians 2:11).  Further, reading scripture equips me to deal with temptation.  Jesus answered every temptation with Scripture (Luke 4:4), and if I read scripture, I will know scripture and can do the same.  The word teaches us right from wrong and shows us the consequences of wrong so we will want to do right (2 Timothy 3:16-17).


     Those two benefits just scratch the surface of the value the Bible has for us.  Perhaps we would enjoy reading more if we made a list, as we read, of all the good things the Bible does.  Try it and see — you’ll be surprised at how often you have to stop and note that God’s word is working for you!


     Third, read what connects.  All scripture has value, but not every passage speaks to my situation and circumstances equally well.  Someone who works in government and is trying to make a difference for the Lord will read Esther differently than I will, won’t he?  The Bible is a wondrous book, full of poetry and law and history and songs.  In all of that you can find something that 








The Cost of Things worth Having


Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. (John 12:24, 25)


Like the grain of wheat that cannot be productive unless it "falls into the ground and dies," so we must be willing to give up certain lesser things in order to have those that are greater. There is, as the saying goes, no free lunch. Whatever is worth having is worth paying for. And we are not wise to waste time looking for a way to beat the system and "get rich quick." The riches of the spiritual life are for those who are willing to make real investments of themselves. And the investments that are required will separate us from some things that we're reluctant to let go of. An actual cost will have to be paid. There is no way to have it both ways. Either we make the investment or we do not. And whichever choice we make, we should not expect still to have all that we'd have if we'd made the other choice!


The discipline of prayer furnishes a simple illustration. It is a considerable understatement to say that there are "benefits" to having a rich prayer life.
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack is 


recovering from an auto accident; Tyra 


Jones; Mrs. Alice Frasier now in assisted


living. The Jackson family; Irene Adams is


now at home recovering from broken bones  


Remember Bro. James Adams also; David 


Nash; Elaine Clem; June Guyton suffering 


with back pain for some time. Bonnie Smith; 


Expecting mothers: Stephanie Adams; Emily


 Clark; Amanda Pink; Megan Borders; Jessica


 Jackson; Alex Bowman; Anna Tramell; 








________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________








The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Gary Humfleet


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper---Jeff Lentz


   Asst. 1-----Adam Kreis 


   Asst. 2-----Ross Statham


   Asst. 3-----Bill Scott


   Asst. 4-----Tony Waite


   Asst. 5-----Chase Schaffer 


2nd Prayer---Roger Pink


Read Scripture---Larry Coots 


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements—Michael Burke


Closing Prayer---Randall Rogers 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Sam Adams Sr.





Special Service


Led by


Anthony Lynch 





Lord's Supper---Jeff Lentz


Announcements—Michael Burke


Closing Prayer---Bill Scott


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Brad Bowman


 Invitation---Jeff Lentz


 Closing Prayer---Ryan Pink





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














